
What is the Gospel? 
 
  The third observation concerning 1 Corinthians 15:3-4: 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  

is that:  

3. The New Testament stands in organic continuation with and fulfills the 
prophecies of the Old Testament.   

In other words, both covenants have the Person and work of Christ as their essential 
teaching.  That is to say, the Messianic Person and work of Jesus Christ as established 
in his mediatorial work of Prophet, Priest and King and as demonstrated in his sinless 
life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension, on behalf of and in place of those sinners 
that the Father had given him in the ante-creation Covenant of Redemption, is the 
essential teaching of the Old as well as the New Testament.  The central and controlling 
theme of all Scripture is that of God’s gracious redemption to sinners through faith alone 
in Christ alone.   The difference is that whereas the Old Testament proclaims this truth 
in promises and predictions which are shades, symbols and shadows of the reality to 
come, that is Christ, the New Testament declares this reality with fullness of expression.  
That is to say, while the Old Testament anticipated God’s salvation in Christ, the New 
Testament announced its arrival in his Incarnation. This was done according to the 
eternal decree of God the Father in his sovereign, progressive unfolding of his 
redemptive purposes which he fulfilled in Christ.   

 

 This redemptive truth pervades the entirety of the New Testament but we will 
limit our comment to three examples.  The first is taken from Lk 4 in which our Lord not 
only reads the text of Isa 61:1-2 from the scroll in his hometown synagogue, ““The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."”  vv. 
18-19, but also interprets it by saying “" And he began to say to them, "Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."” v. 21.   Jesus Christ points to himself as 
the one through and in whose ministry Isaianic prophecy is fulfilled. 

 

 The second is taken from Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch as 
recorded in Acts 8.  There, the  God-fearing high official in the Ethiopian government is 
unable to understand the Suffering Servant passage of Isa 53:7-8, “"Like a sheep he 
was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his 
mouth.  In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For 
his life is taken away from the earth."”  Acts 8:32-33.   The eunuch desperately needed 
to know the identity of the one to whom the prophet was referring.   Thereupon, in 
obedience to the Holy Spirit, “Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture 
he told him the good news about Jesus.”  v. 35.   In explaining the gospel of  Jesus 
Christ, Philip proved that Jesus was  the sum, substance and subject of the prophecy 
that was stated in the Old Testament. 


